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The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council held on Thursday 11th May 2017 in the Quatt Village Hall at 7.30pm.

1. Present:

Cllr R Brown
Cllr Mr D. J Purchase

Cllr Mrs J.A Yates

2. Also Present                 
Mr W.S. Griffiths (Clerk )

 Cllr Tina Woodward (Shropshire Council)                  
Isabel Faithful and Jane Deighton

3. Open Forum
No matters were raised by members of the public.
4. Election of Chairman
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Jenny Yates,  seconded by Cllr Danny Purchase and resolved unanimously that Cllr Lawrence Chitty be elected Chairman for the ensuing municipal year. (Note Cllr Chitty was not present at the meeting but had agreed to be nominated in his absence.) 

Councillor R Brown took the Chair in his absence
5. Councillors’ Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

The Councillors present at the meeting signed the Declaration of Office which was witnessed by the Clerk.
6. Code of Conduct and Registration Of Disclosable Interests
a) The Code of Conduct was received and noted and it was Resolved that all councillors adhere to the Code.
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b) The councillors present at the meeting completed and signed the form giving details of their disclosable pecuniary interests which were given to the Clerk.
7.Chairman’s Allowance
Resolved that no allowance be paid to the Chairman.
8. Election of Vice-Chairman 
It was Resolved that Cllr Roger   be elected Vice-Chairman for the ensuing municipal year.

Cllr Brown  Chaired the remainder of the meeting.) 
9.Confirmation of Banking Arrangements 
Resolved that HSBC Bridgnorth continue to provide banking services to the Council.

10. Responsible Financial Officer
Resolved that the Clerk be appointed as the Responsible Financial Officer to the Council.

11. Appointment of Internal Auditor
Resolved that Mr S.Jones of Kidderminster (formerly in practice as SLJ Finance) be appointed as Internal Auditor.
12.Standing Committees
Resolved 

That the following committees be appointed for the ensuing municipal year, with the membership of each committee to comprise all members of the Council.

a) Finance Committee

b) Planning Committee
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13.Appointment of Representatives To Other Bodies
 Resolved that the following members of the Council be appointed to         represent Quatt Malvern Parish Council on the bodies listed below for the ensuing municipal year.
a) Local Joint Committee                  – Cllr Lawrence Chitty
b) Bridgnorth and Shifnal Area 
       Committee of SALC                       – Cllr Mrs Jenny Yates
c) Quatt Village Hall Committee        -  Cllr Danny Purchase
d) Quatt Malvern United Charity       -  Cllr Mrs Jenny Yates to serve as Trustee and to report to a future meeting with more information on the work of the Charity.
14. Annual Subscriptions
Resolved that the Council subscribe to the following bodies for 2016/17:

a) Shropshire Rural Community Council (estimated at £26.00)

b) Shropshire Association Of Local Councils £138.59
15. Dates of Meetings
Resolved that the following dates for meetings be approved:

          Thursday 29th June 2017 
          Thursday 27th July 2017

          Thursday 28th September 2017

          Thursday 30th November 2017

          Thursday 25th January    2018

          Thursday  29th March 2018

17/18/004
16. Apologies for Absence
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Lawrence Chitty (family commitment)  and from  Cllr Mrs Caroline Hulland (Work Commitment)
17. Declarations Of Interest
There were no interests declared
18. Minutes
Resolved
a)  that the minutes of the meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council held on Thursday 30th March 2017 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

b) that the minutes of the Quatt Malvern Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 20th April 2017 be received and noted.
19. Matters Arising From The Minutes
There were no matters arising.
20. Financial Matters
Resolved;

a) It was noted that following the receipt of the Precept for 2017/18, a transfer of £4,000 would be made in to the Interest Savings account.
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b) That it be noted that the precept in the sum of £5930.00 had been received. 
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c) Direct Debit Payments
That the following direct debit payments  be approved:

29.04.17   W.S. Griffiths - Clerks Salary £181.42 less Tax=
145.22

      29.04.17       H.M. Revenue & Customs – Income Tax =
36.20
e) Invoices
That payment of the following invoices be approved:
100313 SALC  Subscription 
                                         £138.59


100314 St.Andrew’s Church Clock maintenance (3 years) £453 + £90.60 VAT 

                                                                                 =  £543.60                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
100315 Payroll Services Jan- March 2017                   £19.00 (noVAT)                                                                                     

100316 Repairs to Bus Shelter
(50% payable by National Trust) £775.00 + VAT £155
= £930.00

Invoice received since agenda printed

100320  Internal Audit                                             £60.00 (no VAT)
f) Clerk’s and Councillors Expenses
i) 100317 W.S. Griffiths – 


- Clerks Travel Expenses - 
           £10.73 + Vat     £0.32= £11.05


- Purchase of Copy/Print paper         £3.74 + Vat    £0.75 = £4.49


- Telephone / Internet allowance                                     £20.00


                                                                                 £35.54                                                                                                                             
ii) 100318 WS Griffiths Purchase of Dell Inspiron 5000 laptop computer                                                                                 

                                                                                £374.99
      -   Twelve month subscription to Mcaphee Security     £16 .67       
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 -  Twelve month subscription to cloud file backup      £ 15.83 

      - Twelve month subscription to MS Office Software    £ 32.50 

                                                                                   £439.99 
                                                                       + VAT   £  88.00                                  
                                                                                   £527.99                                                                    
 iii)  100 319 Cllr L Chitty -  Petrol for Churchyard Grass Cutting      £16.67 + Vat £3.33 = £20.00

The invoices and expense claims were checked and the cheques signed by Cllrs Danny Purchase and Jenny Yates. 

f) Transparency Code Funding
The Clerk reported that the Council had been invited to apply for a grant towards the cost of complying with the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. The money came from Central Government but the Scheme was administered by the Association of Local Councils. The sum applied for consisted of:
£350.00 for  computer

£920.00 staffing costs to date
£114.00 Other costs
£1384.00
Resolved that the application be approved.
21.Planning Matters
a) New Applications
There were no new applications to consider.
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b) Determined Applications
There were no determined applications to consider.

22. Grants
No applications for grants had been received.
23. Reports From Other Meetings
Cider House/Wootton

Local Joint Committee.

SALC Area Committee

Village Hall Committee
There were no reports from any of these bodies 
24. Local Roads and Footpaths
There were no matters to report.
25. Parish Matters
a) Noticeboards

The Clerk reported that Mr Haycox had not yet submitted a price  for erecting a new noticeboard in Quatt but he had indicated that it might be possible to repair the old storm damaged noticeboard. The other noticeboards in the Parish, particularly the one at Hampton Loade, needed to be painted

Resolved
i) That if the cost of the noticeboard in Quatt was to be met by the insurer, a new board be purchased as previously agreed and that the legs be set in metal posts to try and avoid it being blown over again.
ii) That the Clerk obtain prices for the painting of the other noticeboards.
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b) Grass Cutting
The Clerk reported that Shropshire Council had indicated that they would carry out the first cut of the season when all the blooms had died back, probably late in May.
Resolved that the Clerk ask Shropshire Council to cut the grass as soon as possible because it was obstructing visibility for vehicles emerging on to the A442 from certain accesses.
26. Report of the Shropshire Councillor
Cllr Woodward referred to concerns in the Parish about the lifestyle of an itinerant person. She said that there was uncertainty as to the ownership of the land on which the individual concerned tended to live from time to time. The land did not seem to belong to Shropshire Council. It was therefore very difficult for the Unitary Council to take any action about the individual, especially since he did not seem to want any help. In the current financial situation, the Unitary Council would not want to take over ownership or control of the land. However, Cllr Woodward said that she would ask the Highways Department if they could block access to the land without losing its use as a passing place.
Cllr Woodward also confirmed that the Highways Department had been made aware of the badly rutted road surface outside the Dower House. Since the visit of the Police and Crime Commissioner to Quatt, there had been more enforcement and monitoring of vehicle speeds on the A442, which was particularly busy at the present time due to roadworks on the M6 and vehicles seeking an alternative route.
The Police would carry out their usual enforcement action against motorcycles speeding in the country lanes at this time of year.
Councillor Woodward confirmed that she would investigate with the Highways Department the possibility of having village gateways constructed in the area, which had been discussed at a recent meeting of the Cider House /Wootton residents meeting.
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27. Correspondence
The Clerk reported on an invitation for villages to apply for an award as the Village of the Year 2017. The successful village would be featured on a television programme hosted by Penelope Keith and a prize of £10,000.00 could be awarded.
Resolved
That the Clerk investiate whether the award would be run next year as there was insufficient time to prepare for the current year.
28. Date of Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council would be held on Thursday 29th June 2017 at 7.30 pm
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 8.45 pm
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