17/18/32
The Minutes of the Meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council held on Thursday 30th November 2017 in the Quatt Village Hall at 7.30pm.

79 Present:

Cllr L. Chitty (Chairman)
Cllr R. H. Brown

Cllr  Mrs C Hulland

Cllr Mrs J.A Yates

80 Also Present:
Mr W.S. Griffiths (Clerk)

Councillor Mrs Tina Woodward (Shropshire Council)

Mrs Isabel Faithful

Mr Bill Faithful
Mrs Jane Deighton
Mr Ian Laughlin

Dr Julia Buckley ( Bridgnorth Town Council)
81 OPEN FORUM
The following matters were raised by members of the public:
a) Grass around the Memorial Stone to Thomas Wilkinson V.C.
Mrs Faithful requested that the National Trust be asked to cut the grass around the memorial stone when erecting the new noticeboard in Quatt. It was  also requested that the Trust placed sheets to lay the disturbed soil on during the works to avoid spoiling the grass.
b) Heavy Goods Vehicles Using Wootton Lane
Ian Laughlin asked that the position of signs warning drivers that no HGVs were allowed on Wootton Lane be reviewed, as he had witnessed a number of such vehicles turning in to the Lane, apparently without seeing the signs and then attempting the dangerous maneuver to reverse back on to the A442.
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82 Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Danny Purchase, who was unwell and from Marcus Halliwell from the National Trust.

83 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No interests were declared.
84 MINUTES
Resolved  That the minutes of the  Meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council held on Thursday 28th September  2017 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
85 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Minute No 64a) Overhanging Hedge

It was noted that the hedge in question had not been cut back and it was resolved that the National Trust be reminded to contact the tenant.
86 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Income
It was noted that the following income had been received: 
Bank Interest; £0.99

b) Direct Debit Payments
Resolved That the following direct debit payments  be approved:
Clerk’s Salary 30th October 2017                              £145,22

PAYE              30th October 2017                              £  36.20                                                               

Clerk’s Salary  21st November 2017                          £145.22
PAYE              21st November 2017                          £   36.20
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Cllr Roger Brown checked and initialled the bank statements relating to the above  payments. 
c) Invoices
i)Renewal of Scribe Financial Software package 2018; £192.75 + £VAT £38.55 =£231.30
Resolved that the subscription be not renewed.

ii) Local Council Elections May 2017.

Resolved that it be noted that a fee of £100.00 would be charged by Shropshire Council during April 2018 for works arising from the elections.
d) Clerks and Councillors Expenses

Resolved That payment of the following expenses be approved

i) 100326 W.S. Griffiths – 


- Clerks Travel Expenses - 
           £10.73 + Vat     £0.32= £11.05


- Telephone / Internet allowance                                      £20.00


                                                                                     £31.05                                                                                                                             
ii) 100327 Cllr Lawrence Chitty, Churchyard grass cutting (2 cuts)
     £33.34 +VAT £6.66 = £40.00 (S.137 local Government Act 1972)
The expense claims were checked and the cheques signed by Cllrs Mrs Caroline Hulland and Mrs Jenny Yates.                                       
e) Grant Applications 

i) Telford Samaritans (£150 given last year)
Resolved that £200.00 be donated to Telford Samaritans (S.137 Local Government Act 1972)
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ii) Brtish Legion Poppy Appeal Wreath (£100.00 given last year)
Resolved that £100.00 be donated to the British Legion Poppy Appeal (S.137 Local Government Act 1972)
f) Financial Progress 
The Financial Position report as at 22nd.November 2017 was received and noted.
87 PLANNING MATTERS
a) New Planning Applications
Amended plans for Erection of a replacement dwelling with installation of roof mounted solar panels to front and rear rooflines “Brackendale”, Duken Lane Wootton 

The Council resolved at their June meeting that they would submit comments opposing the proposed development at “Brackendale” (Application  17/02855/FUL)
due to the proposed dwelling being too large and leading to overdevelopment of the site. That application can be found at 

https://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=ORHH0PTD02B00&activeTab=summary
Residents living in the vicinity of the proposed development had written to this Council expressing concern about revised plans for the site, although a new planning application was not yet listed on the Shropshire Council Planning Website. The residents felt that despite the previous objection, the revised plans had actually increased the size of the development and the large garage that was proposed could easily be linked to the main building to form 3 separate apartments.
The Council considered the revised plans at the meeting.

Resolved
That the following further comments be made to the Planning Authority in respect of this application:
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“Quatt Malvern Parish Council are disappointed that in view of their previous objection,on grounds of the overdevelopment, the applicant has now submitted revised plans which show an even larger dwelling proposed for this site.

The proposed development would adversely affect the amenity of neighbouring properties. It is out of keeping with the rural setting and with the nature of neighbouring properties, there is insufficient provision for vehicle parking and it will be too near the boundaries of adjacent dwellings.”
b) Determined Applications

17/04776/FUL | Installation of Biomass energy centre building, heat main connection, landscaping and associated works. | Dudmaston Hall Quatt Bridgnorth Shropshire WV15 6QN
The application can be inspected at  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=OX1ZWGTDGX000 
Decision: Approve. The Parish Council raised no objections to this development.
Resolved that the decision be noted.
88 NATIONAL TRUST REPORT
There was no report because no representative of the Trust could attend the meeting.
89 LOCAL ROADS AND FOOTPATHS
Cllr Tina Woodward agreed to report the following matters to the Highways Department:
i) Excessive mud on the lanes around Wootton, left by farm vehicles
ii) The speed warning sign in Quatt Village on the A442 was still not working
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iii) The filling from the pot hole repair on Holt Lane was coming out, raising fears that it would deteriorate again in bad weather and damage to the road surface on the A442 near Dudmaston Estate.
iv) The grit bins in some areas needed to be filled ready for the cold weather.

89 SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR REPORT
 Cllr Tina Woodward reported that the Unitary Council were carrying out a public consultation on their Local Plan Review, with responses requested by 22nd December 2017.

In the section on Preferred Scale and Distribution of Development, Alveley was identified as a proposed Community hub. 
Shropshire Children’s Services had been rated as “Good” in a recent inspection by OFSTEd, an improvement on the “adequate “rating received in the 2012 inspection.

The latest financial strategy for Shropshire Council identified an estimated funding gap for 2018/19 of £36m which was likely to increase year on year due to the increased demand for Children’s and Adult Services, further cuts in Central Government Funding and other factors. 

Cllr Woodward also reported on the latest progress with high speed broadband provision in rural areas. However, in some cases users did not realize that they had to contact their service provider to access the upgraded service when it had been made available.
Resolved that the report be noted.
90 SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL CONSULTATIONS
a) Consultation on Housing Provision and the Local Plan
It was noted that as Quatt Malvern was classed as open countryside in the Local Plan, there were no significant implications likely to arise from the Review.
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b) Place Plan Review
Resolved that the following additions to the Quatt Malvern Place Plan be notified to Shropshire Council:
Priority
Local highways improvements, including speed and safety measures: Reduced speed limits, improved and increased passing places on the rural lanes network. Updated and improved road signage. Pedestrian safety in the heart of the village, particularly crossing the A442.Further availability of High Speed broadband.
91 PARISH MATTERS
a) Grass Cutting in Quatt Village
Resolved that Shropshire Council be asked to maintain the grass as an urban verge and include it in their schedule of maintenance.

b) Noticeboard 
It was noted that the new noticeboard had been delivered and was scheduled to be erected week commencing 4th December.

c) Village Gateways
A report on the progress with producing a suitable design of  gateways was awaited from the National Trust and from Shropshire Highways Department.
d) Rural Bus Services
Resolved 

i) That the Council become members of the Bridgnorth Community Bus Scheme.
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ii) That the Council highlight the need for public transport links to Shrewsbury and Telford due to potential closure of local hospitals in the market towns.

e) Other Parish Amenities
There were no matters to be considered.
92 REGISTER OF ELECTORS
It was noted that a new register would be published in December and updates would become available after that time.
93. REPORTS FROM OTHER MEETINGS
a) SALC Area Committee

Cllr Jenny Yates reported on a recent meeting where Adrian Cooper from Shropshire Council Planning Department had given a presentation about the Local Plan Review. Cllr Yates also explained that the CoCo scheme (compassionate communities) was being run from Alveley doctors’ surgery and was to provide emotional support to lonely and vulnerable people.

b) Local Joint Area Committee
A meeting of the LJC had been held on the 29th November to discuss the review of Place Plans and the allocation of CIL monies in the County.
c) Cider House/Wootton Meeting
There had been no meeting of this body since the last meeting of the Council
d) Village Hall Committee
There was no report from the Village Hall Committee due to Cllr Danny Purchase being unable to attend this  meeting.
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94. CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported that a new firm had been appointed to carry out the external audit for the Council but that the procedures, costs etc would remain unchanged.
95. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council would be held on Thursday 25th January 2018 in Quatt Village Hall  at 7.30pm.

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 9.15 pm.
Signed ………………                                     Date …………………..
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