QUATT MALVERN PARISH COUNCIL


CHAIRMAN:  Lawrence  E  Chitty.
www.qmpc.org.uk
William S. Griffiths
                                                                                                                              
CLERK OF THE COUNCIL
9 Stretton Close
                                                                                                            
Bridgnorth
Shropshire
WV16 5DB
Tel. No:  01746 766941
E mail Quattpc@aol.com
20th September 2019
Dear Councillor
You are invited to attend the meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council to be held on Thursday 26th September 2019 in the Village Hall Quatt at 7.45 pm, to transact the business set out in the agenda.
The meeting will be preceded by a short open forum, where members of the public may speak, at 7.30 pm.
Yours sincerely
William S Griffiths
Clerk to the Council
OPEN FORUM 7.30 PM – 7.45 PM where members of the public are invited to speak on matters affecting the Parish.
Agenda
1. PRESENTATION
Mr Andy Chaloner, the Community Champion for Airband, will attend the meeting to update the Council on the latest developments with Airband in the Parish.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN RESPECT OF ANY MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED AT    THE MEETING.
4. MINUTES
 To approve and sign the minutes of the Meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council held on 25th July 2019
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
To consider any matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting and not listed for consideration on this agenda.
6. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Income 
The VAT refund for 2018-19 has been received in the sum of £46.21
b) Payments made under delegated powers  Since the Last Meeting
To approve the following electronic payments and check them against the Bank Statements.
Clerk’s Salary 30th August 2019                                             £152.66
PAYE             30th August 2019                                             £  38.00  

Clerk’s Salary 19th September 2019                                      £152.66
PAYE              19th September 2019                                    £   38.00  

c) Invoices
The following invoices are brought for approval and payment:                   

100367 Shropshire Council Election charges for the requests for a by election held on 27th September and 8th November 2018inn the sum of £200.00.
 Due to difficulties of finding cheque signatories during the holiday season, the Clerk paid this invoice and will present the invoice and receipt to request a refund at the meeting.
d) Clerk’s and Councillors’ Expenses
i)  W.S. Griffiths – 

100368 - Clerks Travel Expenses
 - Agendas and notices                                      £10.73 + Vat £0.32= £11.05

- Transport of documents from Auditor              £10.10 + Vat £0.30 = £10.40 
100368 - Telephone / Internet allowance
                        £ 20.00

                                                                                 £   41.45

ii) Councillor L. Chitty 
100369  Church grass cutting Expenses:                                                                                  
£ 33.34 = Vat £6.66                                                     £40.00
e) Financial Progress
To consider the Financial Progress Summary and the Financial Progress Report as at 25th September 2019 and reconcile it with the bank statement.
f) Grants and Donations
Grants To Quatt Village Hall.

It has been suggested that the Parish Council should make an annual grant to the Village Hall Committee rather than consider individual applications for grants from that body.

This would enable both the Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee to budget more effectively if they know what the payment from the Parish Council is or is likely to be.

However, some councillors are concerned as to whether such a payment is legal.

A grant could  be paid under S137. of the Local Government Act 1972 which bestows a discretionary power on the Council the Council to spend up to a prescribed sum each year on projects to benefit the community. However, expenditure under this provision would reduce the amount left for other purposes.

Alternatively, S.133 of the Local Government Act 1972 provides as follows:
S.133 Provision of parish and community buildings.

“A parish or community council may acquire or provide and furnish buildings to be used for public meetings and assemblies or contribute towards the expenses incurred by any other parish or community council or any other person in acquiring or providing and furnishing such a building.”

The Clerk has sought legal advice as to whether the grant envisaged could be paid under the provision of that section of the Act and has been advised that it can be.

The amount of any grant paid under either section of the Act would have to be determined in the budget each year.
7. PLANNING MATTERS
a) New Planning Applications
i) Reference:  19/03432/FUL  (validated: 15/08/2019)

Address:  The National Trust, Big Mose Basecamp, Quatford, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV15 6QR

Proposal:  Alterations in connection with conversion of existing holiday let accommodation into two residential dwellings

Applicant: National Trust 

View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PVIQ1FTDGOK00
ii) Reference:  19/03450/FUL  (validated: 15/08/2019)

Address:  Little Mose Farm, Quatford, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV15 6QR

Proposal:  Alterations in connection with conversion of redundant farm building into one residential dwelling with associated landscaping

Applicant: National Trust 

View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PVKKSUTDGPL00
iii) Reference:  19/03629/FUL  (validated: 15/08/2019)

Address:  Field To West Of Properties 24 Quatt To Farm Shop On A442, Bridgnorth, Shropshire

Proposal:  Installation of two sewage plant systems to replace existing, and associated landscaping

Applicant: The National Trust 

View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PW8ND0TDH0000
These applications were circulated to members of the Council and no comments were received. Accordingly, the Clerk has indicated to Shropshire Council that the Parish Council has no objection to the applications.
b) Determined Applications
There are no determined applications to be reported.
9 ROADS AND FOOTPATHS
a) The BOAT
Councillors will be aware that a temporary closure order has been placed on the BOAT for a period of six months from 2nd September to enable urgent safety work to be carried out. The Order prohibits mechanized vehicles and horse drawn carriages from using the BOAT during the period specified.

The Council were informed at the last meeting that the works to the BOAT would cost in the region of £4000.00 to £5000.00 and that the Council would consider at this meeting whether they should contribute towards the cost and if so, in what amount.
b) Village Gateways
The Clerk has been advised by Councillor Woodward that Shropshire Council might not be prepared to accept the gates designed by the National Trust because they are of wooden construction. An officer from the highways Department will meet with the Council on site to discuss the matter further but it may be necessary to purchase manufactured gates at a cost of circa £500-700 per unit, depending on exact design and specification. In addition, there would be costs incurred in erecting the gates and furnishing them with appropriate signage. These costs will become clearer after the site visit with the Highways Engineer.
The Council has budget provision of £1,000.00 in the current year for this purpose.

c) Proposed Pedestrian Refuge
The Clerk continues to seek external funding possibilities for this scheme.
d) Any Other Highways Matters.
10 REPORT FROM THE LOCAL MEMBER OF SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL

Councillor Tina Woodward will report

11 NATIONAL TRUST REPORT
12 PARISH MATTERS
a) Parish Amenities
i)To consider any matters of concern arising in the Parish.
ii) Provision of Additional Noticeboards and Maintenance of the Existing Noticeboards.

The Council will be aware that the noticeboards at Hampton Loade and at Wootton are in need of refurbishment and Mr Robert Massey is prepared to undertake the work, which will involve removing the boards and taking them away for a short period of time.

The Chairman and the Clerk are still investigating possible sites for additional noticeboards to be provided at Wootton Lane and at Mose.

iii) BT Payphone Consultation

The Clerk has been advised through the SALC that BT intend to carry out a major consultation on their proposals to remove 135  public telephones in Shropshire.

The list of affected telephones has not yet been published but Parish Councils have been advised to consider whether they wish to make representations on the possible removal of any payphones in their area.

There is only one public telephone in the Parish, situated in Quatt Village.

Do the Council wish to object to the removal of this facility if it appears on the list?

Iv ) Parish Council Website

There has been a suggestion from the Community Plan Steering Group that the Parish Council website contain reference to the various facilities and amenities in the Parish. The Steering Group are preparing a list of these amenities.

In addition, local councils are being encouraged to include a link to the Shropshire Community Directory, which is compiled by Shropshire Library service and contains much useful information for residents of the County.
The Clerk proposes to create a new page on the Parish Council Website entitled “local amenities” or a similar title and will circulate a draft page to the Council and other interested parties for comments.

13. AMENDMENTS TO REGISTER OF ELECTORS
14. REPORTS FROM OTHER MEETINGS
a) SALC
b)  Local Joint Committee
c)  Cider House /Wootton
d) Community Led Plan Steering Group
e) Village Hall Committee. 
d)Bridgnorth  Town Plan Steering Group
15. CORRESPONDENCE 
16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The  next meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council will be held on Thursday 28th November 2019 at 7.30pm in Quatt Village Hall.
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