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William S. Griffiths
                                                                                                                              
CLERK OF THE COUNCIL
9 Stretton Close
                                                                                                            
Bridgnorth
Shropshire
WV16 5DB
Tel. No:  01746 766941
E mail Quattpc@aol.com
23rd March 2018
Dear Councillor
You are invited to attend the meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council to be held on Thursday 29th March 2018 in the Village Hall Quatt at 8.00 pm,or at the conclusion of the Annual Parish meeting, whichever time is the later, to transact the  business set out in the agenda.
The meeting will be preceded by a short open forum, where members of the public may speak, at 7.45pm.
Yours sincerely
William S  Griffiths
Clerk to the Council
OPEN FORUM 7.45 PM – 8.00 PM where members of the public are invited to speak on matters affecting the Parish.
Agenda
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN RESPECT OF ANY MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED AT    THE MEETING.
3. MINUTES
 To approve and sign the minutes of the Meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council held on 25th January 2018
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
To consider any matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting and not listed for consideration on this agenda.
5. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Income 
There is no income to report
b) Direct Debit Payments  Made Since the Last Meeting
To approve the following direct debit payments and check them against the Bank Statements.
Clerk’s Salary 27th February 2018                                    £145.23
PAYE                                                                                36.20  

Clerk’s Salary 22nd March 2018                                      £145.23
PAYE                                                                            £  36.20  

c) Invoices
 There are no invoices to pay.
d) Clerk’s and Councillors’ Expenses
  W.S. Griffiths – 

100331- Clerks Travel Expenses - 
                                     £10.73 + Vat £0.32= £11.05

Purchase of Stamps                                                           £3.90 (6 x1st class)
100331 - Telephone / Internet allowance
                            £ 20.00

                                                                                      £31.05                                       
100332 – purchase of labels and postcards for Annual

 Parish Meeting Invitation
                                             £19.99 + VAT £4.99 = £24.99                                                                                         
 100332 Postage costs  for APM  Invitations         £(110x2nd class )          £ 61.60      
                                                                                                            £86.59                                                                            
e) Maintenance of Church Buildings
Local councils have no specific power to pay towards the upkeep of church buildings. However, Quatt Malvern Parish Council, among others, has in the past made grants for this purpose under the provisions of S 137 Local Government Act 1972, a general power enabling the Council to make limited expenditure for the benefit of inhabitants in the Parish.
Recent advice from the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) suggests that  payments to maintain or improve land or buildings owned by a religious body are illegal. A copy of their legal briefing note is attached. The Clerk will report further at the meeting.
f) Grants / Donations
To consider an application from Quatt Parochial Church Council for financial assistance towards providing new heater units in St. Andrew’s Church Quatt. The total cost of providing 6 new units is £2512.80 + £300.00 for installation. The Council will recall that they suggested that the PCC install more efficient heaters when considering a previous application towards heating costs.
However, in light of the legal advice given in f) above and following consultation with the Council’s auditor the Clerk in his role as Responsible Financial Officer  recommends that the Council do not make a grant for this purpose.
The Council can continue to support the Church by paying for the churchyard grass cutting, the maintenance of the clock and the Smartwater protection for the Church contents.
6. END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS 2017/18
In the light of the information and decisions taken in 5 above, to authorize the Clerk in his capacity as Responsible Financial Officer to sign the End Of Year Accounts and submit them to the internal auditor.

7. FINANCIAL MATTERS 2018/19

a) S137 Local Government Act 1972
The amount of  expenditure  which the Council can incur under the general power conferred by S.137 of the Local Government Act1972 is calculated as at 1st April of the financial year in question.

For 2018/19, the allowance is calculated by multiplying the prescribed statutory allowance by the number of electors on the register at 01.04.2017. the statutory amount is currently £7.57 per elector but the amount for 2018/19 has not yet been announced.
The Council have some specific items of expenditure detailed in their budget for next year but the remainder of the S.137 allowance is available for other purposes not covered or prohibited by specific statutory powers.

b) Insurance Premium 2018/19

To approve the payment of the Annual Insurance Premium, due on 01.04.2018
100333 £193.49
c) SALC Affiliation Fee 2018/19
100334 £135.45

d) National Pay Award
A two per cent pay award has been offered by the employers’ side but has not been agreed by the staff side. Budgetary provision for this amount has been included in the estimates for next year. Any further update will be reported to the meeting
8. 00 Changes To External Audit Arrangements
 From April 2018, there will be significant changes to the arrangements for External Audit of Town and Parish Councils.
1.Small councils, ie those with an income or expenditure (whichever the greater) not exceeding £25,000.00 are no longer required to have an external audit, provided that they have not been refused a certificate from the external auditor in any of the 3 preceding financial years. However,they must submit an application for exemption to the auditor every year and they must complete, approve and publicize the annual governance statement as in previous years.

2.If a small council wishes to undergo an external audit, they can ask the  external auditor to conduct an audit but there will be a charge of £200.00 for so doing.
NOTE The Council still needs to have an internal audit every year.

3. I confirm that this Council meets the criteria to be eligible to apply for exemption as detailed in 1. above and I therefore recommend:

3.1 That the Council submit an application for exemption from the external audit for the 2017/18 financial year.

3.2 That the Council approve the Annual Governance statement at their annual meeting in May and publicize it as required in the regulations.
9 GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS (GDPR)
A new Bill is expected to go before  Parliament shortly, replacing the 1998 Data Protection Act. Many of the changes are just to update the existing regulations in respect of storage and processing of personal information in a digital format.

However, one important change is that every public body, including parish councils, must have an independent and suitably qualified Data Protection Officer by 25th May 2018. Legal advice from the Association of Local Councils (ALC) and from the Central Government is that Clerks and councillors cannot undertake this role because they are not sufficiently independent. However, ALC are pressing the Government to amend the Bill to either exempt small councils from the need to have an independent DPO or to provide them with financial aid to purchase outside expertise. The function can be obtained from an outside agency for £200-250 per annum.  Any further information will be reported at the meeting.

10. ASSET REGISTER AND RISK ASSESSMENT
A n updated version of the Asset Register and the Risk Assessment have been prepared for 2018/19 and the Council are asked to approve these documents. 

11. PLANNING MATTERS
a) New Planning Applications
b) Determined Applications
i)Reference: 17/06076/LBC (validated: 20/12/2017)
Address: Dudmaston Hall, Quatt, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV15 6QN
Proposal: Works to listed building associated with Installation of Biomass energy system.
Decision: Grant Permission
ii) Reference: 17/06145/OHL (validated: 22/12/2017)
Address: Land Adj Heath Farm, Quatford, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV15 6QJ
Proposal: To add 3rd wire to an existing 11,000 volt overhead line
Decision: No Objection OHL/Circular Notification
The Council had no objection to these applications
12 ROADS AND FOOTPATHS

13 REPORT FROM THE LOCAL MEMBER OF SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL

Councillor Tina Woodward will report

14 PARISH MATTERS
To consider any matters of concern arising in the Parish
15. COMMUNITY LED PLAN
To consider whether the Council should undertake a Community Led Plan

16. AMENDMENTS TO REGISTER OF ELECTORS
The new Register of Electors has now been published and there are 175 electors recorded.
17. REPORTS FROM OTHER MEETINGS
a) SALC
b)  Local Joint Committee
c)  Cider House /Wootton
d) Village Hall Committee
18. CORRESPONDENCE
19. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council will be the Annual Meeting,to be  held on Thursday 31st May 2018 in Quatt Village Hall at 7.30 pm.  
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