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The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council held on Thursday 30th May 2019 in the Quatt Village Hall at 7.30pm.

1. PRESENT:
Cllr Mrs C. Hulland

Cllr R.M. Law

Cllr Mrs J.A Yates

2. ALSO PRESENT                 
Mr W.S. Griffiths (Clerk)

Shropshire Councillor Mrs T. Woodward
A member of the public
3. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
It was Resolved unanimously that Cllr Lawrence Chitty be elected Chairman for the ensuing municipal year. 
4. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING
In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Mrs C. Hulland was elected Chairman of the Meeting.
5.ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
 It was Resolved unanimously that Cllr Roger Brown be elected Vice-Chairman for the ensuing municipal year.

( In the absence of councillor Brown, Councillor Mrs Hulland continued as Chairman of the meeting)
6. PRESENTATION
Mr Adnan Ali from West Mercia Police Safer Roads partnership explained how the Community Speedwatch scheme operated.

Volunteers from the local community were issued with free equipment and training in its use. The volunteers would then use the equipment to monitor the speed of passing vehicles and any drivers exceeding the speed limit would be sent an advisory letter signed by a police officer. 
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For reasons of health and safety, volunteers could only operate in areas where a 30mph or 40 mph speed limit was in operation and they could not work at night or in conditions of poor visibility. Subject to these limitations, it was a matter for the volunteers how many people were involved in the scheme and for how long and at which times the monitoring took place.
Before any community speed watch scheme was set up, data was collected by the Police on the volumes of traffic and the previous levels of non-compliance with speed limits to establish if such a scheme was appropriate in the area.

It was Resolved that Mr Ali be thanked for his presentation and that the matter be further considered when the police had collected the data which they required.

7. OPEN FORUM

A member of the public raised concern that the grass in Quatt had not yet been cut. Cllr Tina Woodward confirmed that Shropshire Council had commenced highway verge cutting and that she would notify them of any areas that needed cutting urgently because highway visibility was affected.

Resolved that the National Trust be asked to cut the grass bank below the Church which was not the responsibility of Shropshire Council.

8. CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Resolved that this item be deferred until the next meeting at which the Chairman was present.
9.CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE
Resolved that no allowance be paid to the Chairman.
10.CONFIRMATION OF BANKING ARRANGEMENTS 
Resolved that HSBC Bridgnorth continue to provide banking services to the Council.
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11.RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER
Resolved that the Clerk be appointed as the Responsible Financial Officer to the Council.

12. APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR
Resolved that Mr S.Jones of Kidderminster (formerly in practice as SLJ Finance) be appointed as Internal Auditor.

13.APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER BODIES
Resolved that the following members of the Council be appointed to         represent Quatt Malvern Parish Council on the bodies listed below for the ensuing municipal year.
a) Local Joint Committee                  – Cllr Lawrence Chitty
b) Bridgnorth and Shifnal Area 
       Committee of SALC                       – Cllr Mrs Jenny Yates
c) Quatt Village Hall Committee        -  Cllr Mrs Caroline Hulland
d) Quatt Malvern United Charity       -  Cllr Mrs Jenny Yates 

     e) Community Led Plan Steering Group – Cllr Robert Law
14. REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS
Resolved that the Standing orders be approved.
15.BANK MANDATE
Resolved that the bank mandate be amended so that any two signatories were authorized to sign cheques without the need for the Clerk to sign in addition.
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16. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Roger Brown and Lawrence Chitty, who were on holiday.

17. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no interests declared
18. MINUTES
Resolved  that the minutes of the meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council held on Thursday 28th March 2019 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
19. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising from the minutes.
20. FINANCIAL MATTERS
Resolved;

a) Income
 That it be noted that the precept in the sum of £5930.00 had been received. 
b) Transfer
That the clerk be authorized to transfer £2,000.00 from the savings account to the current account. 
d) Payments made under Delegated Powers
That the following payments  be approved:

28.04.19       W.S. Griffiths - Clerks Salary                   £152.66
28.04.19       H.M. Revenue & Customs – Income Tax  
£ 38.00
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21.05.19       W.S. Griffiths - Clerks Salary                   £152.66
21.05.19       H.M. Revenue & Customs – Income Tax   £38.00


Cllr Caroline Hulland checked and initialled the bank statements relating to the above payments. 
e) Invoices
That payment of the following invoices be approved:
100358  S Jones -  Internal Audit £60.00 (no VAT)

100359 Affiliation Fee for Shropshire Association of Local Councils   £141.38                                                                                                           

f) Clerk’s and Councillors’ Expenses
 i) 100360 W.S. Griffiths –  Clerks Travel Expenses - £10.73 + Vat  £0.32= £11.05                                                             

ii) 100360  Telephone / Internet allowance                                             = £20.00                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                       £31.05   

iii)  100361   Photocopying costs incurred in connection with the Annual Parish Meeting                                       £15.00 + VAT £3.00 = £18.00 
iv) 100362 Annual registration fee to Information Controller’s Office = £40.00                                         
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The invoices and expense claims were checked and the cheques signed by Cllrs Mrs Jenny Yates  and Mrs Caroline Hulland. 
g) Grants
It was noted that a request for a donation had been received from Shropshire MIND and that the Council had donated £200.00 to this cause last year.

Resolved that a donation of £200.00 be made to Shropshire MIND.(S.137 Local Government Act 1972)
h) S. 137 Local Government Act 1972 Allowance

It was noted that the prescribed amount per elector under S137 of the Local Government Act 1972 was £8.12 per annum for 2018/19. Based on the number of electors as at 1st April 2019 (190) the allowance available to the Council was £1542.80 for the year.
21. INTERNAL AUDIT AND ANNUAL GOVERNANCE REVIEW 2018-19
The various documents relating to the Audit and Annual Governance Review for 2018-19 were received and considered and it was resolved as follows.

a) That the report of the Internal Auditor be noted.

b) That the Certificate of Exemption from an external audit be approved and signed by the Chairman

d) That the Accounting Statements and the explanation of Variances be approved.
e) That the Annual Governance Statement be completed and signed by the Chairman.

f) That the dates for the exercise of Electors’ Rights be Monday 17th June 2019 until Friday 26th June 2019
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22.
COMMUNITY LED PLAN
It was noted that the Steering Group had appointed a chair, secretary  and treasurer. The Group were preparing a questionnaire which it was intended would be sent to every household in the Parish in September.
23.PLANNING MATTERS
	
	


 a) New Applications
There were no new applications to be considered.
b) Determined Applications
There were no determined applications to be considered.
24. LOCAL ROADS AND FOOTPATHS
a) Village Gateways
There was no further news from Shropshire Council about the design of the proposed gateways.

b) Pedestrian Refuge at Quatt

The Clerk confirmed that he was pursuing a grant application with the National Lottery and other funding bodies.
25. PARISH AMENITIES
Resolved that the Council consider providing a further noticeboard in the Parish
26. REPORT OF THE SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR
Councillor Mrs Tina Woodward confirmed that the Highways Department had inspected the damage to the roadside verges on the 
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approach to Hampton Loade, which had arisen following the works to install a gas main. The Highways Staff had identified two areas where repair was necessary but some damage arose from tractors and other large vehicles using the road and the damage could not all be attributed to the recent works by the gas contractor. The situation needed to be kept under review.
Councillor Woodward also referred to local concerns about speeding vehicles at Duken Lane and she confirmed that traffic data which had been obtained at that location did not indicate a significant problem.

She also confirmed that she would monitor the incidences of mud being left on the Lane by local agricultural activity.
27. NATIONAL TRUST REPORT
There was no report from the National Trust at this meeting because no representative was available from the Trust.
28. REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

Cider House/Wootton

Local Joint Committee.

SALC Area Committee

Village Hall Committee
There were no reports from any of these bodies.

29 CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence to consider.

30. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council would be held on Thursday 25th July 2019 at 7.30 pm
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 9.00 pm
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