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The Minutes of the Meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council held on Thursday 28th September 2017 in the Quatt Village Hall at 7.30pm.

62 Present:

Cllr L. Chitty (Chairman)
Cllr Cllr Mrs C Hulland

Cllr D Purchase

Cllr Mrs J.A Yates

63 Also Present:
Mr W.S. Griffiths (Clerk)

Councillor Mrs Tina Woodward (Shropshire Council)

Mr M Halliwell and Mr Simon Howard (National Trust)
Mrs Isabel Faithful

Mr Bill Faithful
Mrs Jane Deighton
Mr Ian Laughlin

64 OPEN FORUM
The following matters were raised by members of the public:
a) Overhanging Hedge
Concern was raised about the hedge at a property in Quatt which was overhanging the pavement and forcing pedestrians to walk in to the road. Marcus Halliwell confirmed that the property belonged to the National Trust and that he would mention the problem to the tenant.

b) Dudmaston Estate

Marcus Halliwell  reported that the number of visitors to the estate during the Summer  season  had been satisfactory and that during the winter months the National Trust would be concentrating on the restoration of the Dingle, where it was hoped that stock grazing might be introduced.
Property occupancy on the Estate was at a high level, although two residential properties in Quatt were to become vacant in the near future.
.
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65 Apologies for Absence

No apologies for absence had been received.
66 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No interests were declared.
67 MINUTES
Resolved  That the minutes of the  Meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council held on Thursday 27th July  2017 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Vice-Chairman.
68 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising from the minutes.
69 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Income
It was noted that the following income had been received: 
i) VAT Refund                                                     £134.96
ii) Grant from the National Trust 

towards the works to the bus shelter                    £ 387.50
b) Direct Debit Payments
Resolved That the following direct debit payments  be approved:
Clerk’s Salary 30th August 2017                              £145,22

PAYE              30th August 2017                              £  36.20                                                               

Clerk’s Salary   21st September 2017                       £145.22
PAYE                21st September 2017                      £   36.20
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Cllr Lawrence Chitty checked and initialled the bank statements relating to the above  payments. 
c) Invoices
Resolved That payment of the following invoice be approved

100324 Mazars for conducting External Audit Services - £25.00 
+ VAT £5.00   = £30.00                                                                                                                

The invoice  was checked by Cllrs Mrs Caroline Hulland and Mrs Jenny Yates .

d) Clerks and Councillors Expenses

 100325 W.S. Griffiths – 


- Clerks Travel Expenses - 
           £10.73 + Vat     £0.32= £11.05


- Telephone / Internet allowance                                      £20.00


                                                                                     £31.05                                                                                                                             
The expense claims were checked and the cheques signed by Cllrs Mrs Caroline Hulland and Mrs Jenny Yates.                                            
e) Grant Applications 

There were no grant applications to be considered at this meeting.
f) Financial Progress 
The Financial Position report as at 21.September 2017 was received and noted.
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70 Report of the External Auditor
The report of the External Auditor was received and noted.

71 PLANNING MATTERS
a) New Planning Applications
There were no new planning applications to be considered at this meeting.

b) Determined Applications

Reference: 17/03610/ADV (validated: 25/07/2017)
Address: Comer Wood, Quatt, Bridgnorth, Shropshire
Proposal: Erect and display 3No. non-illuminated National Trust welcome and interpretation/orientation signs
Decision: Grant Permission

View online at: http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=OTLWV3TDFK400
It was noted that the Council had supported this application.
.
72 LOCAL ROADS AND FOOTPATHS
There was nothing to consider at this meeting.

73 SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR REPORT
 Cllr Tina Woodward reported that the proposed poultry sheds at Quatt Farm were still a scoping exercise and that no formal planning application had yet been submitted. She was aware of local concerns about odour and traffic problems. Marcus Halliwell confirmed that the National Trust would be looking carefully at this proposal if it progressed to being a formal planning application.
Councillor Woodward confirmed that Shropshire Council had carried out a Land Registry search on the triangle of land at Wootton Lane 
17/18/29

which had been subject to various problems in recent months. The triangle (but not the adjoining woodland) was in the ownership of the National Trust and the Trust had been advised accordingly.
Shropshire Council had appointed Kier to be the new Highways Contractor for the County and they would be responsible for highways 

maintenance, highways projects and schemes, street lighting, environmental maintenance, bridges and structures, vehicle maintenance, extreme weather response, drainage and flooding and other matters.

74 PARISH MATTERS
a) Grass Cutting in Quatt Village
The comments of Shropshire Council regarding grass cutting in the Village were noted. 
Resolved 
i) that the proposal to engage a local person to cut the grass be not pursued.

ii) that the Parish Council request that the grass cutting be incorporated in to Shropshire Highways maintenance programme to be maintained as an urban verge subject to the Council being satisfied that the grass would be cut and maintained to a sufficient standard.

iii) that due to the mild autumn continuing, the Highways Department be not yet requested to carry out the last cut. 

b) Noticeboard
The Clerk reported that he had received verbal confirmation from the Insurer that the Council’s claim for a new noticeboard had been accepted and that when written confirmation had been obtained, a new board would be ordered. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 
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c) Village Gateways
The information provided by Shropshire Council was received and noted. In addition, Councillor Tina Woodward confirmed that the Highways Authority would maintain any gateways funded by the 

Parish Council or by a community group and would replace like with like when they felt it to be necessary. This may not be at the same time as when the body funding the items may think that they needed to be replaced and this situation would have to be discussed between the parties. The Authority would need to approve any items provided by the Parish Council or a community group prior to it being installed to ensure that they were suitable.
Resolved

 That the National Trust be requested to put forward some ideas for gateways in the Parish, to be discussed with the Parish Council and with the Highways Authority.
75 REGISTER OF ELECTORS
No changes to the Register had been reported.
76. REPORTS FROM OTHER MEETINGS
a) SALC Area Committee

There had been no meeting of this body since the last meeting of the Parish Council.
b) Local Joint Area Committee
There was nothing to report from the LJC.
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c) Cider House/Wootton Meeting
Cllr Jenny Yates reported that the group were keen to pursue the possibility of village gateways and might be able to apply some money left over from the provision of defibrillators. However, it was important 

that they liaised closely with the Parish Council and the Highways Authority as a proliferation of gateway structures might be counter productive.
d) Village Hall Committee
It was noted that the Village Hall Committee had not held their AGM yet.
77. CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence to consider at this meeting.
78. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council would be held on Thursday 30th November 2017 in Quatt Village Hall  at 7.30pm.

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 8.45 pm.
Signed ………………                                     Date …………………..
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