
Quatt Malvern Parish Council Budget and Council Tax Precept 2022-2023

1, Information from Shropshire Council

Shropshire Council have asked the Town and Parish councils to notify them of their precept requirements for 2022/23 by 28th January 2022.

Last year, this Council levied a council tax precept of £6000 which equates to £60.17 per annum for an average Band D property.

For 2022-23, due to the effect of the Housing Benefit legislation and the number of taxable units, the same precept would cost the average Band D household slightly less at £59.70 per annum.

Council Tax 2021-22                  

Precept charged at £60.17 pa per average Band D dwelling = £6000.00

Council Tax  2022 - 23

Precept charged at £59.70 per average band D dwelling = £6000.00
Precept charged at £60.17* per average band D dwelling = £6047.00

*present rate

2. Raising or Lowering the Council tax

Councillors will note that raising or lowering the precept by £100 results in an increase/decrease for an average Band D household of £1.00 per annum. Raising or lowering the precept by £1000 results in a £9.95 adjustment per annum for an average band D property. The present charge for a band D property is £60.17 pa.

3. Projected Expenditure for 2021/22 

A detailed breakdown of expenditure for the current year is given in Appendix 1, including projections until the current year end where necessary (marked “est”).


4 Summary of Income and Expenditure 2021/22 (rounded up/down)

Income  =           £20663 (balances b/f, Precept,  and VAT refund)

LESS Expenditure   £ 4373 (estimated to year end)

= Balances    of       £16,290.00 to carry forward to 2022-23

5. Expenditure 2022-23 (rounded up/down)
The projected expenditure for 2022-23 is shown at Appendix 2 and has been calculated by using the actual and projected expenditure from this year and adjusting it for inflation (3%) where appropriate. 

The Council will see from Appendix 2 that the estimated expenditure for 2022-23 has been broken down into the base recurring revenue expenditure of £5411 and special items which comprises money for projects the Council has decided it wishes to pursue. These amount to £18974 bringing total estimated expenditure to £24385.
The significant income for that year is also indicated, comprising the estimated balances brought forward from 2021-22 (£16,290) and the precept (£6,000), assuming that the Council does not wish to increase the precept. This amounts to £22,290 in total There may be a small amount of extra income from bank interest and VAT refund.
Clearly, the Council will not be able to spend on all of the special items in the next financial year.
The Clerk recommends that only the items marked with an asterisk on appendix 2 and listed at 5.1,5.2 and 5.3 below are included for 2022-23 and that the other items be deferred for future years. This would reduce total expenditure to £17885 which would be within budget and would leave sufficient balances of £4405 to carry forward to 2023-24 (Audit Regulations require the Council to carry balances of at least 1/3 of the estimated expenditure)
Alternatively, the Council might like to consider increasing the council tax to enable further items to be included. 
The special items are:
*5.1. Church Clock £6974 (net of VAT) The Council has agreed in principle to pay for the electrification of the Church Clock. However, there may be legal difficulties with this project, as discussed elsewhere on this agenda.
*5.2. Grants to outside bodies £2000. This has been included because the Council may want to make a grant to the Cricket Club for the projects which they are hoping to accomplish and also there may be a request for a grant towards the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations.
*5.3 VAS £3500.00 The provision of an additional VAS sign in Quatt Village is a scheme to which the Council are committed and which hopefully will be concluded early in the new financial year
5.4. Pedestrian Refuge £5000. This is a contingency sum put aside to provide a contribution to a pedestrian refuge should funding become available from another source. However, there is no prospect of other funding becoming available at the present time and the Council is still awaiting a firm estimate of the cost from Shropshire Highways. It seems unlikely that the work will be completed in the next financial year.
5.5. New noticeboard £1,000. The Council has decided to provide a noticeboard at Mose but this is not an urgent item..
5.6. Community Led Plan.(£500.00) This is again a contingency figure which is to provide for any expenditure which the Council might wish to use towards funding projects which might emerge from the Community Led Plan. The implementation of the Plan is likely to be a long term commitment which may require funding over a number of years.
6  Decision Required

Based on the information given above, the Council are asked to: 

6.1 Approve the estimated budget expenditure for 2022/23 as shown at Appendix 2 and including any special items required.

6.2 In the light of the decisions made at 6.1 above, to determine the precept for the ensuing financial year.
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