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The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council held on Thursday 26th May 2016 in the Quatt Village Hall at 7.30pm.

1. Present:

Cllr Mr L.E Chitty (Chairman) 

Cllr Mr D. J Purchase

CllR Mrs J.A Yates

Cllr  Mrs C .E Hulland

2. Also Present                 
Mr W.S. Griffiths (Clerk )

Marcus Halliwell, National Trust                   
Isabel Faithful and Jane Deighton

3. Open Forum
Isabel Faithful said that the Bus Shelter in Quatt needed some maintenance. There was doubt over who was responsible for the Shelter but the parish Council would investigate anyway.
It was noted that vehicles had been travelling through the village at excessive speed and that the Police had not monitored speeds there for some time. It was agreed that Tina Woodward be asked to inform the Highways Department.
The telephone kiosk had been repainted but the door was now sticking, making entry to the kiosk impossible.

Marcus Halliwell reported that the National Trust had experienced a successful start to the new season at Dudmaston and the Trust was looking at the possibility of creating a new access from Heath Farm.

4. Election of Chairman
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Jenny Yates,  seconded by Cllr Danny Purchase and resolved unanimously that Cllr Lawrence Chitty be elected Chairman for the ensuing municipal year. 
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5. Chairman’s Declaration of Office

The Chairman signed the Declaration of Office which was witnessed by the Clerk.
6.Chairman’s Allowance
Resolved that no allowance be paid to the Chairman.
7. Election of Vice-Chairman 
Resolved that the election of Vice- Chairman be deferred until the next meeting when Cllr Roger Brown, the existing Vice-Chairman, was present.

8.Confirmation of Banking Arrangements 
Resolved that HSBC Bridgnorth continue to provide banking services to the Council.

9. Responsible Financial Officer
Resolved that the Clerk be appointed as the Responsible Financial Officer to the Council.

10. Appointment of Internal Auditor
Resolved that SLJ Finance of Kidderminster be appointed to carry out the Internal Audit for the Council.
11.Standing Committees
Resolved 

That the following committees be appointed for the ensuing municipal year, with the membership of each committee to comprise all members of the Council.

a) Finance Committee

b) Planning Committee
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12.Appointment of Representatives To Other Bodies
 Resolved that the following members of the Council be appointed to         represent Quatt Malvern Council on the bodies listed below for the ensuing municipal year.
a) Local Joint Committee                  – Cllr Lawrence Chitty
b) Bridgnorth and Shifnal Area 
       Committee of SALC                       – Cllr Mrs Jenny Yates
c) Quatt Village Hall Committee        -  Cllr Danny Purchase
d) Quatt Malvern United Charity       -  Cllr Mrs Jenny Yates to serve as Trustee

13. Annual Subscriptions
Resolved that the Council subscribe to the following bodies for 2016/17:

a) Shropshire Rural Community Council (estimated at £26.00)

b) Shropshire Association Of Local Councils £138.92

14. Dates of Meetings
Resolved that the following dates for meetings be approved:

Thursday 28th July 2016
Thursday 22nd September 2016

Thursday 25th November 2016
15. Apologies for Absence
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Roger Brown and from Shropshire Cllr Mrs Tina Woodward
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16. Declarations Of Interest
There were no interests declared
17. Minutes
Resolved
a)  that the minutes of the meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council held on Thursday 24th March 2016 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

b) that the minutes of the Quatt Malvern Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 24th March 2016 be received and noted.
c) that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on Thursday 31st March 2016  be received and noted.

18. Matters Arising From The Minutes
Minute 130a) it was confirmed that Shropshire Council had been asked to cut the grass in Quatt.
Minute 134 The Chairman reported that the Commemorative coins to celebrate the 90th birthday of the Queen had arrived and would be distributed to children up to 12 years of age.

19. Administration
Resolved:

a) It was noted that following the receipt of the Precept for 2016/17, a transfer of £4,000 would be made in to the Interest Savings account.
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20. Financial Matters
Resolved;

a) That it be noted that the precept in the sum of £5930.00 had been received but that the VAT repayment of £89.89 had not. The Clerk would investigate.
b) Direct Debit Payments
That the following direct debit payments  be approved:

28/04/16 WS Griffiths  salary April 2016 £147.90 (net)
28/04/16   HM Customs PAYE April 2016 £36.80

*24/05/16 WS Griffiths  salary May 2016 £118.50 (net)
*24/05/16 HM Customs PAYE   May 2016 £29.40

It was noted that these payments were for the wrong amount and had been paid twice. The Clerk undertook to rectify the error at the June payment.
c) Internal Audit
The letter from the internal Auditor, confirming that there were no issues of concern with the finances of 2015/16, was noted.
d) External Audit
It was resolved that the External Audit Annual Return be sent to the Auditor, subject to an amendment to the explanation of variances relating to the Precept.
e) Invoices
That payment of the following invoices be approved:
100287 Subscription to Shropshire Association
 of Local Councils                                 £138.92
100289 SLJ Finance (Internal Audit Fee)£  60.00

100292 Tower Mint Supply of

 Commemorative Coins                         £128.40 (VAT £21.40)
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100290 petty cash expenses incurred by the Clerk
· Petrol for Church Yard Grass cutting £20.00 (VAT £3.30)

· Telephone/Internet Allowance          £20.00

· Repairs to Council Computer            £69.60 (VAT £11.60)

· Purchase of Stamps                        £4.40

                                                 £119.00
100291 MJ Massey Additional Petty Cash Expenses

-Travel expenses;                            £19.50 (VAT) £0.79

-Additional Pay                                 £168.43
-Office move Expenses                      £ 20.15 (VAT £0.58)
-Telephone Internet Allowance           £ 10.00
                                           £218.08
The invoices were checked and the cheques signed by Cllrs Danny Purchase and Caroline Hulland. 

21.Planning Matters
Resolved   that the following matters be noted:
 a)   Planning Application 16/01222/LBC  Brook House Farm Wooton   Bridgnorth WV15   6EB. Works to listed building to facilitate refurbishment of dwelling to include two storey extension to rear elevation and porch to front elevation, conversion of attic to bedroom accommodation and erection of  subterranean garage.

	 This application was circulated to members of the Council, following which a comment  in support of the application was submitted by the Clerk.
b) It was noted that application number 15/03687 FUL Brook house Farm Six Ashes, conversion of agricultural buildings to three dwellings, had been approved conditionally by Shropshire Council.
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22. Grants
Further to Minute 128 of the meeting of 24th March 2016 It was resolved that a grant of £350.00 be made to Quatt Malvern Parochial Church Council towards the heating costs of St Andrews Church. ( S 137 Local Government Act 1972)
23. Local Joint Committee
It was noted that the next planning meeting of the LJC was to be held  on 2nd July 2016 at Cantern Brook Bridgnorth

24. Shropshire Association Of Local Councils
It was agreed that the Clerk find out when the next meeting was to be held.

25. Cider House and Wootton Area
The Chairman reported on the recent meeting held in Wootton, where a demonstration of a defibrillator had been given. The device was easy to use and after the initial purchase price of circa £1400.00 there was only minimal running costs. 
It was resolved that further consideration be given to installing such a defibrillator in Quatt. 
26. Local Roads and Footpaths
The information provided by Cllr Tina Woodward was noted.
27. Parish Matters
a) Thomas Orde Wilkinson VC
It was noted that Shropshire Council may be prepared to install the memorial stone at no cost to the Parish. Cllr Danny Purchase confirmed that the ceremony would be held on 5th July 2016 at 1.00pm. Refreshments and car parking would be provided at the Village Hall and that in addition to the Regiment, the following persons be invited to attend the ceremony:
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Philip Dunne MP

The Lord Lieutenant

British Legion

The Mayor of Bridgnorth

The British Legion would provide a bugler but it would not be a local person and travelling costs might be incurred.

It was resolved 
a) That the above arrangements be approved, subject to:
b) That the parish Council meet the costs of the refreshments up to a maximum of £100.00 and also the reasonable travelling expenses of the bugler.

c) that Cllr Tina Woodward be asked if the Highways Department could provide traffic cones or similar on the day.
b) Electoral Register
The changes to the Register of Electors were noted.

c) Website
The website was now active, with the domain name Quattpc.org.uk

d) Council Computer
The Clerk reported that the technician who had repaired the computer advised the Council to replace it.
Resolved
That the purchase of a new computer be considered nearer to the end of the financial year.

28. County Matters
Cllr Woodward was not present to report to the meeting.
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29. Correspondence
The Clerk reported an invitation from the Village Hall Committee to attend a dementia friends information session on 4th June at 11.00am
30. Date of Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting of Quatt Malvern Parish Council would be held on Thursday 28th July 2016 at 7.30 pm
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 8.55 pm
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